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found and seized an opportunity for exercising a democratic
leadership. His age told in his favour; for, as a represent-
ative of a doubly and trebly decimated generation, he had a
rarity value in a world that was still being governed (apart
from the dictatorships) by men who had already reached
middle-age before 1914. And, in Mr. Eden's case, this
fortuitous advantage of belonging to the generation which
had borne the brunt of the war of 1914-18, was reinforced
by his personal energy, his resourcefulness, and his belief
in the policy which he was endeavouring to put into effect.
Assuredly the Committee of Eighteen would have ac-
complished much less than it did accomplish if Mr. Eden
had not been serving on it'.
Eden was during this brief hour the hero of the nation.
There was a feeling in the five continents that Great Britain
had produced a leader who was on more than nodding ac-
quaintance with international action. As a symbol of
gratitude for great services rendered to the State and to the
world the Leamington Council decided to present him with
the freedom of the borough. It was generally believed that
he would not be opposed in the general election which was
imminent and which had been largely provoked by the
magnitude of his personal triumphs following Sir Samuel
Hoare's speech.
On i6th October Viscount Snowden, in a fierce attack
on the Government at a National Liberal Club luncheon,
made a significant exception. * I think it is only fair *,
added this master of invective, * to pay a warm personal
tribute to Mr. Eden, who in extremely difficult circumstances
has shown great courage and more than ordinary capacity.
He has been hampered by the lack of cordial support from
his colleagues, especially when dealing with a reluctant
French Premier, and the country is really indebted to him
for his conduct of affeirs thus far*. A few days later the
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